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Right School. Wrong Major.
Negative ROI.

$3.4M lifetime earnings gap between
the highest- and lowest-paying
college majors (Georgetown
CEW)

Computer Science — Caltech +$4.41M

Finance — Wharton +$4.35M

Physics — Maryland +$545K

Ethnic & Gender Studies —
Harvard  $47K

Film — UPenn  $140K

Bar length uses a compressed scale so every value stays visible — exact dollar figures are labeled at right.

68% of visual arts and music programs show negative ROI — the same pattern shows up above:
Harvard's and Penn's own lowest-ROI majors go negative too, despite the schools' names.

Source: Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce; Preston Cooper / FREOPP.


